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Welcome to 
Sydney Snapshot

This month in Sydney Snapshot we honour 
Cardinal Clancy as he celebrate’s his 80th 
birthday, announce a competition, highlight 
the re-launch of our Website, and the 
launch of the Catholic Women’s Database.  
We also cast a glance at the new year, 
highlighting initiatives of CAEC and CYS.
Let me take this opportunity to wish 
you all the joy and peace of the Advent 
& Christmas season, as we celebrate the 
birth of our Saviour.
Richard Healey 
richard@sydney.catholic.org.au
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AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS of planning 
and re-building, the staff of Catholic 
Communications is putting the finishing 
touches on a completely re-built and re-
designed website for the Archdiocese of 
Sydney. The existing form of the website 
dates from the late 1990’s and was no 
longer able to handle the complexity of 
all that the Archdiocese has to offer to 
the Catholic Community in Sydney and 
beyond. 

The new website is now divided into 9 
broad categories which you can see from 
the accompanying screen shots. One 
of the key initiatives employed in the 
new site has been the development of a 

Website for the Archdiocese of Sydney to be 
re-launched on 8 December

Content Management System to handle 
the variety of documents available on the 
site, including the Cardinal’s homilies, 
columns, statements, and media releases, 
as well as ensuring that the most relevant 
contact information for each agency and 
organisation within the Archdiocese is able 
to be found easily and quickly, and that 
changes are able to be updated efficiently. 
Please check to see if the entry for your 
Agency needs updating.

We hope that you will take the opportunity 
to visit the new site on the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception (8 December).

Make sure to return in the new year when 
additional features will be added. 

Christmas Drinks
All staff of the Archdiocese are cordially 
invited to join Cardinal George Pell for 
Christmas Drinks at the Polding Centre 

on Level 5, on Friday 12 December 
2003 from 4pm to 5.30pm.

RSVP to Catherine Riordon on Ext 291.

Polding Centre News
The Chancery will be closed from close 
of business on Friday 19 December 2003 
and reopen on Monday 5 January 2004.

The Polding Centre will remain 
accessible to staff of the Archdiocese 
over the Christmas break. Access on 
Public Holidays and weekends will be by 
security card (as usual). 24 Hour security 
will continue and is contactable on Ext 
293. Emergency building matters should 
be directed to Building Management Ext 
294 during normal business hours and 
Ext 295 outside business hours.

Air-conditioning will be supplied to 
each floor depending on requirements 
of individual Agencies. If you have any 
questions, please contact Steve Sewell on 
Ext 190.
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New sydney.catholic.org.au website launched
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St John,
apostle & 
evangelist

(St Thomas à 
Becket, bishop, 

martyr)
(St Sylvester I, pope)

Catholic 
Women’s 
Database

for the Archdiocese of Sydney 
to be launched on 15 December
A database of Catholic women was 
requested by many participants 
during the research phase leading to 
“Woman and Man: One in Christ Jesus” 
and this proposal was supported 
by the bishops of Australia. 
The Archdiocese of Sydney has taken up 
this initiative for the Church in Sydney 
and we invite you to participate in it. 

His Eminence, Cardinal George Pell, 
Archbishop of Sydney commends the 
Catholic Women’s Database to all women 
in the Archdiocese. 

“Beginning with Mary Magdalene, who 
was the first to proclaim the Resurrection, 
women have played a decisive role in 
the work of evangelisation throughout 
history. This task, and the need for 
women to play their part in it, is no less 
urgent today. 

This project is about finding new ways of 
encouraging Catholic women in Sydney 
to renew their commitment to meeting 
this challenge. I also hope it will assist 
in helping people to appreciate the depth 
and breadth of talents women contribute 
to the ongoing mission of the Church. 

This database will become an important 
resource for the Archdiocese in its efforts 
to facilitate the participation of women 
in the Church and I commend it to the 
women of Sydney.” 

The database has been developed 
by Catholic Communications, and 
will be available on-line from 15 
December at www.cathcomm.org/
women. Entries to the
database can also be completed and 
submitted by filling-in a printed version 
of the questionnaire, which is available on-
line, as well as from the Catholic Women’s 
League (on Level 8) from 15 December.  

Catholic Women’s 
Database

December 2003

The adult catechism classes offered 
by Catholic Adult Education Centre 
have been so successful that we will be 
expanding our work in this area, offering 
two brand new certificate courses 
beginning February 2004: A certificate 
in Youth Ministry and a certificate in 
Faith Education. 

Both courses include units on the 
Catechism, the Scriptures, social 
doctrine, history and Tradition, as well 
as pastoral units suitable for people 
preparing to work with youth, catechesis, 
teaching in schools and parish work.

More details will be published in the New 
Year. A full program will be available in 
early January. Contact the Catholic Adult 
Education Centre on 9643 3660, or visit 
www.caec.com.au

On 13 December, Cardinal Edward Bede 
Clancy will celebrate his 80th birthday, 
marking the completion of his role as 
Cardinal Elector for a new Pope. 

The Friends of the Cathedral are 
organising a special celebration meal 
on Monday 1 December at St Patrick’s 
College, Manly. 

You will find Cardinal Clancy’s biography 
on the new Sydney website (along with 
all the former auxiliary bishops and 
Archbishops of Sydney). 

Q: When was Cardinal Clancy 
made a Member of the Order of 
Australia?

We are giving away a bottle of McGuigan’s 
Old Vine Cabernet Sauvignon to 
the first correct entry, chosen at 
random. Send your entry by email to:
richard@sydney.catholic.org.au

Entries close at 10am on Tuesday 9 
December. Entries must include the 
website address where the answer was 
found. (No cheating by asking the 
Cardinal to answer for you!)

SummerFest
“Courage! It is me. Do not be afraid” 
Catholic Chaplaincy at Sydney 
University is helping to organise 
SummerFest — an international 
gathering of young adults to be held from 
22- 26 January, at Holy Spirit College 
in Bellambi. Contact Carmel Taffa on 
9518 6415 for more information, or visit 
emmanuelsummerfest.com 

In 2004 Catholic Youth Services will 
have its own CYS Youth Ministry 
Team to serve the Parishes and Schools 
of the Archdiocese of Sydney. The team 
of eight young people will volunteer for 
the year to serve as an arm of CYS. They 
will undergo a comprehensive training 
program early in the year to equip them 
for mission in the Church and will be 
available for ministry from mid February. 
They will live a life of prayer and service 
sharing a common life at CYS House and 
under the supervision of Lyndon Cox, 
Director of CYS. 
For more information or to book the 
CYS Team please contact Lyndon Cox on 
9665 5344.

CYS Youth 
Ministry Team
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